ROLE OF CUTTACRK
IN ORISSAN RENAISSANCE

Renaissance means awakening and it is
marked by a revolutionary change in any sphere
of life— cultural, social or political. It was in the
19th century Orissa that such a Renaissance
ushered in. And Cuttack played a significant role
in preparing the ground for it.

It was right from the British conguest of
Orissa in 1803 that the people started slowly
coming under western influence. Behind it lay
the spread of western education in Orissa.
Consequently, the educated people of Orissa
started to study the western philosophy, literature
and science. The more they read, the more they
became rational in their way of life. Moreover when
westernization of India created an active urge
among the Indians to change their traditional
society, Orissa could Mot remain isolated.

In preparing the ground for the religious
and socio-political consciousness in Orissa, the
* Christian Missionaries has a conspicuous role.
They criticised Hindu orthodoxy, idolatry and
superstitious customs, and magnified thereby the
goodness of the Christian doctrines. The
marriage custom in the converted Christian
community also worked for the removal of the
age-old caste customs. The Christian
Missionaries were the pioneers of the popular
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education in Orissa. The first Native School that
the Missionaries founded in 1822 was at Cuttack.
Subsequently many other Native schools were
opened in cifferent places of Orissa. The success
of the Missionaries was also perceptible in
educating girls including those of non-Christian
and tribal families. Side by side the Missionaries
also tried to provide some kind of education to
married women. They also helped in fighting
social evils like Sati, Meriah and infanticide. They
used to explain the Hindus the contents of their
sacred texts so as to impress on them that no-
where has self-immolation been advocated. Thus
the Missionaries through various efforts produced
a sort of reaction leading to reform and
reconstruction of the socio-religious system in
accordance with the contemporary need of
Orissa.

One of the most important factors in
bringing the spirit of Renaissance to Orissa was
the spread of education. Before the advent of the
British the indigenous schools were the only
centres of learning in Orissa. In such institutions
greater emphasis was laid on imparting culture
rather than making the students literate. The
British administrators realised the inadequacy of
education. So thev took steps to further education



in Orissa. The Missionaries were the first in this
field. Gradually schools were opened. The love for
English education began to increase in Orissa. Side
by side measures were also taken by the
Government to spread vernacular education. Thus
progress was made in the field of education, by the
generous steps of some Commissioners, Schools
. Inspectors and the Missionaries. The Cuttack
School was converted to a college. It was named
as Ravenshaw College. Behind it lay the
munificence of some Rajas and Zemindars. The
college subsequentley became the chief centre of
learning in the state. Law classes were also opened
there. A medical school was established at Cuttack
under the patronage of the Commissioner T.E.
Ravanshaw. During the later part of the 19th
century certain enlightened families of Orissa
thought of educating their female children. The
Missionaries and the Government extended their
help in running some girls’ schools. The Rajas and
Zemindars came forward to give financial help for
their maintenance. In 1897 women students were
known to have taken admission in Ravenshaw
college. The introduction of women'’s education
improved the status of women in the society. Thus
as elsewhere in India the spread of education with
a western bias brought a socio-political
consciousness among the people of Orissa.

Of course they constituted thP: upperclass
people in the society. However, receiving such
education they started to examine their old customs,
traditions and conventions in the light of the new
knowledge that they acquired then. Side by side
the common men, being literate, became keen for
a socio-political change. Thus with the spread of
education in Orissa there dawned a sense of
enlightenment in the minds of the people.

Two other potent factors for bringing
Renaissance in Orissa was the establishment of
Printing Press and consequent publication of
journals and periodicals. The Mission Press was
established at Cuttack in 1838 and it was the first
of its kinds in Orissa. The first Oriya periodical
‘Jnanaruna’ was printed in the press. Subsequently
two other periodicals namely ‘Probodh Chandrika’
and ‘Arunodaya’ were published respectively in
1849 and 1861. But these periodicals were aimed
at popularising the Christianity in Orissa.
Meanwhile, in 1866 the Cuttack Printing Press was .
established by the natives. It was from this press
that Gauri Sankar Ray published *Utkal Dipika’, a
journal which focussed the events of mass interests.
‘Utkal Subhokari’ was the next journal, published
with Bhagabati Charan Das as its editor. Fakir
Monah Senapati and his associates established at
Balasore a printing press under the name of P.M.
Senapati &Co.-Utkal Press. Under his editorship
a monthly Oriva paper entitled ‘Bodhayinee O’
Balasore Sambada Bahika' was published from
Balasore. In 1869 was published the first English
periodical ‘Cuttack Argus’. A few other periodicals
were published in Cuttack during this times. Those
were * Utkal Hitaishini’, a weekly with Kalipad
Banerjee as the editor, an English weekly named
‘Cuttack Star’, an English periodical ‘Cuttack
Standard’ and another periodical ‘Cuttack
Chronicle’. In 1873 another press named ‘Utkal
Hitaishini Press’ was established at Cuttack, by
Kalipada Banerjee. That year Baikunthanath Dey
established ‘Dey Press’ at Balasore and published
‘Utkal Darpan’. Other periodicals and newspapers
published successfully during that time were ‘Utkal
, ‘Bideshi’, ‘Utkal Samskaraka’,
‘Prajabandhu’, '‘Sebaka’. The places of their
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