Profile of Katak (Cuttack) In Nineteenth
Century as Depicted by S.L. Maddox

S.L. Maddox, 1.C.S., Settlement officer of
Orissa had prepared “The Final Report on the
survey and settlement of the province of Orissa
(Temporarily settled areas)'” during the period from
1890 - 1900. In preparing the report, he had
utilised the services of some of the great officers
of the time such as J.E. Webster, James Tavlor,
H.Mcpherson, Kingsford, James Taylor, Maude,
Walsh, Nathan. In providing a historical sketch to
different districts of the province, he had consulted
the works of Andrew Stirling, G. Toynbee and
W.W.Hunter. The work when finally compiled had
turned out to be a great treasure house of knowledge
on “‘'Orissa’’,

As stated by Maddox, Katak or Cuttack was
the central of this three districts of Orissa, being
bounded on the north by Balasore on the south by
Puri, on the west by the Tributary States of
Keonjhar, Dhenkanal and on the east by the Bay of
Bengal. The Boundary between Balasore and
Cuttack was the river Baitarani which however
being issued from the Keonjhar hills flowed into
the Dhamra estury. There was no natural boundary
between Cuttack and Puri.

The number of villages or mouzas in the
district according to 1881 census was 12,841 and
according to the census of 1891, it was only 5429,
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The villages had an average area of 300 acres each.
The pepulation in 1872 was estimated at
14,94 784, in 1881 it was standing at 17,38,165
and in 1891 at 19,37.671 persons. During the
first ten vears population increase was more than
16 percent and during the second decade it was
nearly 12 percent. The proportion of males and
females was calculated to be 95 to 100. The
average number of persons to the square mile was
573, and population density was found to be
maximum in Salepur, Jagatsinghpur and Jajpur
thanas and least so in Aul, Dharmashala and Tirtol.
Distribution of population by religious was taken
out to be Hindus 97.1%, Muslims 2.7%; Christians
0.14% and the rest. The total area of Cuttack was
3,663 square miles. Out of a total of 14,03,600
acres of land about 9,75,600 acres of land were
cultivable, 68,300 acres were culturable and
3.59.700 acres of land were unculturable.

Rice was by far the most important crop.
Among the cereals mandia, wheat, barely, china,
kullthi, birhi, moong, harar etc. are important.
Among oilseeds linseed til and mustard were raised
on silt covered lands after a crop of rice. The castor
seed was also sown. Sugarcane was grown on
irrigable lands and so to some extent jute and



cotton. Dyes, condiments and spices were also
grown. Tobacco was an important and valuable
crop, which was being grown evervwhere. Pan, a
valuable plant was grown mostly in Kodinda, Kate,
Sungra and Tisania.

Among the Negetables, the saru, the brinjal
pumpkins of many kinds and onions were the most
important potatoes had already been introduced,

‘but these were not widely know. Arrowroot was
said to be grown by native Christians only.

Among the fruits the plantains, mangoes,
pineapples bail, jack, tamarind, Indian plum and
custardapple were grown.

Communication was available both in the
water ways and roadways. Although the rivers were
not largely used during 1890-1900, the bulk of the
heavy passenger traffic was carried by road and
canal. From Sambalpur to Cuttack, the boats come
down the Mahanadi.

The Kendrapara and Gobri extension canals
connected Cuttack with Brahmani at Alba, from
where there water ways to Chandbali and thence
to Calcutta.

The Taldanda canal connected Cuttack with
False point.

Besides there was also the Machgaon canal,
which was providing an outlet to the sea.

Besides the waterways communication,
therewere roads of three classes. These ware :-

(a) Provincial Roads - maintained by P.W.D.

{b) District Board Roads— The total length of
District Board Roads available were 464 miles out
of which 25 were metalled.

{c) Local Board Roads — First among the
Provincial Roads ranks the Grand Trunk, the
highway from Midnapur in Bengal to Ganjam in

Madras Presidency. It had entered Cuttack district
at Akhyoapada 46 miles from Cuttack. The
Jagannath Trunk road which was separated from
Grand Trunk at Cuttack was constructed between
1811 and 1819 in place of the old pilgrim road.
The traces of this old pilgrim road was visible in
ruined condition but massive bridges in the Hindu
style of architecture were found standing in solitude
over streams where there was neither road nor

traffic.

There were two other provincial roads; the
first from Cuttack to Sonepur was mostly
unmetalled. It was lying up the valley of Mahanadi
and along the right bank through Banki. The other
one from Cuttack to Sambalpur constructed during
1880s and running through Athgarh up to left
hand valley of Mahanadi.

There were more than two dozen of District
Board roads leading to Cuttack from Taldanda,
Machagaon, Chandbali, Jajpur, Kalamatia,
Balichandrapur, Salepur, Chhatia, Pattamundai,
Jagatsinghpur etc.

Village roads leading to district roads were
very badly kept.

Cuttack was very well supplied with staging
and inspection bunglows. There were bunglows
at every stage (about 10 miles) along all the
provincial roads- the Cuttack- Chandbali road, the
Fulnakhara- Madhav road and the Machgaon road;
also along all the Canals and at Beruan and other
central positions.

The Bengal- Nagpur Railway line was opened
in 1899. Thus connecting Cuttack directly with
Madras and Calcutta. Initially there were stations
at Cuttack, Tangi (Kapilas Road), Jenapur and
Jajpur Road. There were only three towns of any
importance in the District Cuttack was the Capital
district, which strang into importance in 10th






